
MLA Citation Guide

To cite sources, we use the most recent version
of the MLA Handbook--the 8th edition. The 8th
edition is different from previous editions in the
way that it predominantly uses commas to
separate elements of the citation. Notice that
except for elements 1, 2, and 9, which are
followed by periods, all other elements are
separated by commas.

1. Author.
2. Title of source.
3. Title of container,
4. Other contributors,
5. Version,
6. Number,
7. Publisher,
8. Publication date,
9. Location.

It is important that you follow the order listed above when including your elements.
However, you do not need to use ALL of the elements in your citation--just the ones that
are applicable.

Here are some examples:

Patchett, Ann. The Dutch House. HarperCollins, 2019.

Buchman, Dana. “A Special Education.” Good Housekeeping, Mar. 2006, pp. 143-48.

“Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview.” WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014,
www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview.

For more detailed information, please consult the MLA Formatting and Style Guide from
Purdue Online Writing Lab:

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_
guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
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